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Oe all the: attention do" to the! im- 
portance of the ſubject, and to your 
Lordſhip's great abilities, when on the th 
of April you opened to the Houſe of 
Commons a propoſition, tending to permit 
the territorial acquiſitions and revenues, 
lately obtained in India, to remain, under 
e reſtrictions and regulations, in the 
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poſſeſfiot of the Company, during a term 
fix years; | 


forego all participation int the produce 
thereof, until the Company ſhall have 


repaid ſuch ſums of money as ſhall be ad- 


of the 
bonid-debr of t Com: 
pany be reduced to 1, 500, oo0 l. from 
thenceforth, durin the remainder of the 
faid term, "thirce * parts of the ſur- 
plus nett profits of the Company at home, 
abof dE ſſh 6, f. per Ed. Per duden 
upon their capital ſtock, to be paid into 
the Exchequer, for the uſe of the public; 
and the remaining fourth part to be ap- 

plied, either in further reducing ihe Com- 


pany's bond - deht. ot fox co oſng a fund 
to be ſet apart fox the uſo of the Company 


in. the caſe of extraordinary; emergencies. 

Such. is the, ſubſtance, and nearly ſucht 
were. the, words, of your Lordihip's. mos, 
tion. The Company;can-be ſupported by: 
no means ſhort, of thoſs propoſed. by you! 
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bench dees perrgiply;*6quab-£6- hn 
they enn in any gegree of 2332 
__expetic Nay; I think, they extend every 

reafonable expetatiom Which the Com- 
pan cculd form, and that the public have 
a juſt claim upon he hole of that. fuurth 
 #6mairjing part, whach, in the queſtion and 
the reſahution upon it, is to he applied ei- 
ther in further raducing the Company's 
bond - debt, ox to the uſe of * er 
in extracrtinaty emergenties. 
Although, upen a medium uf. 1 
Vvears back, the Company have divided 81. 
ger cent, and. fallacious calculations have 
been produced to juſtify ſuch enceſſive di- 
vigenda; ct it is certain that theſe proſits, 
fnirh ſtated, did not entitle them to divide 
abeve fix. An addition of 21. pen gen, 
principally ariſing out of the territorial re- 
venue, no acknowledged to belong to the 
2 Will ſusely be -Inffigignts far the 
an;: ii tommy $1910 
Were the, ſurplus; fourth. fo be abr 
1 to an * of the Company's 
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capital in trade, as your Lordſhip, in your 


ſpeech, wiſhed it might, and you» called 


upon the Houſe for the opinion of other 
members upon that ſubject; ſuch increaſe, 
while it augmented the revenue of ths 
public, would accumulate profits, which. 

although they could not be applied tothe 


immediate benefit of the Company in an 


increaſe of dividend, muſt . become theit 
property, whenever their agteement with 
the public ſhoùld geaſe. In the poſſible 
ſuppoſi tion that the trade might not àdmiĩt 
of an increaſed capital, 'provifien' ſhould 
ſurely be made for lending that fourth 
part to the publicz? at a very moderate rate 
of intereſt, if any at all ſnould be thought 
reaſonable: ' But as your Lordihip's dvi 
tation to the members, to deolare "their 
opinion upon the moſt proper purpoſes to 
which that furplus might be applied, was 
not atcepted, the queſtion paſſed in the 
original words of the motion; and I much 
fear, that extr xtrdordinary emergintie can 


never be ee wo mean that increaſe 
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of. capital, from which alone, the public 

can derive any advantage. Such emex: 
geneies may much. more,, probably  here- 
after ariſe from, and be conſtrued to, mean, 
the Company 8 bond - debts in . the Indies, 
which, by accounts — 1 from India 
ſuice your Lordibip s ſpeech on the 5th of 
April, amount to 1, 416, ooo I. Theſe have 
not been taken. i into your Lordſhip's con- 
templation, nor into any of the calculations 
formed upon the ſtate of the Company. No 
proviſion has been made for their diſcharge; 
ay, their amount, until now, was not 
preciſely known. No reſtrictions appear 
to be thought on, to prevent their increaſe; 
nor can it be ſaid with certainty, that 
emergencies! may not ariſe in India to 
zender an increaſe of debt neceſſary. Vet 
the creditors of the Company there have, 
and will have, ag good a claim as thoſe 
in Europe, who have lent ſums to the 


Company, which they had no right to 
borrow. Equity and compaſſion will he 
equally ſtrong in both ey and Jaw but 
equally weak, 


1 have 


+] have delt Oe nn 
priet of applying the fur plus profits tothe 
uſe of the Cm püny, not ſo much from n 
belief: that they will decome an object muen 
worthy of attention during the remainder 
of the Compaty's term, s from dh" p- 
prehenſion that fuch a precedent- may be 

prejudiclal to the public in any futute 
bargain with the une or — cher 
Company.” 

1 have no Sibt of your” Lordhip's in- 
duſtry in eriquiring 1 into the nature of the 
evils to be remedied, and in deviſing" the 
beſt means to: eradivate Wy _ 
their return. "4 79007 od or 
But, dee n me for aying it, 10 bit- 
tle doubt the impoſſibilipy, by any regu- 

lations which can be formed, of curing 
evils ſo intetewoven with the originab com- 
ſtitution of the Companx, as, in the words 
of the Poet, to grow weich their growth, 
te and ſtrengthen with their ſtrength. In 
fuch caſes, if yeu would eradicate the 
evils, you muſk deſtroy the patient. Their 


exiſtence 1 is coeval and inſeparable. £1709 
The 
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The gyile, to he cured ate, gambling in 
the, alley, and frauds. amn 
BE home and abroad, .. "404- Is 
be cauſes are evident . an open 
and indiſeriminate admiſſion of all deſcrip : 
tions of men, and a right in ſuch men, 
under certain real or fictitious qualifica- 
tions, to chooſe their Directors, and after 
ſuch choice to control their councils, and 
actions, during the ſhort: continuance to 
which, their, exiſtence is. limited. Theſe 
cauſes were admitted into the original for- 
mation of the Company, and became 4 
part of its eſſence: remove, theſe, and you 
zunihilate the Company. But while this 
any remains, the, evils: ariſing from 
thoſe. cauſes 128 ate, They grew, as 


on its vitals i — a8 the nourides 
ment. indreaſedꝭ they conſumed that ſup- 
ply. by which both were ſupported; They 
now decline together; and will riſe toge · 
ther, if the Company ſhould, ever revive. 
ae may be uſed, temporary expe- 


dients 
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diehts may be tried: ſuch have been uſed 
and tried; and every further endeavour 
will only ſerve to prove the inefficacy and 
futility of ſuch attempts; while the cauſe 
remains rooted and tntouched; Oo 
As the poſſeſſions of the Compatiy wers 
extended in India; the Direction increa- 
ſed in importance, and became after-their 
acquifition of tlie territorial revenues one 
of the great ob) es of avarice, ambition, 


and party; attifice, fraud, and corruption, 


means uſual arid natural to them, were 
employed to operate upon the body of 
electots, then compoſed of men moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of ' their impreſſions: the ſober, 
honeſt, and diſcreet Proprietors of the late 
liſts retired from the Company, ſatisfied 
with a large and unexpected increaſe of 
fortune; and were ſucceeded by adven- 
turers and gameſters, à fluctuating ſet, 
who bought in or ſold out as their ever- 
varying ſpeculations directed them. a 
The body of Directors, whoſe annual 
election depended upon ſuch conſtituents, 
were 


[9]. 
were l ſubject to ber and 
ange ths numberlefs  thiftinp 
ro e new men Were to be aeg . 
and” rn evety chiltige of Directors che 5 
19500 of thoſe diſplaced were to? be wort 
_ byer by new | ratifications. ” In either event 
the inteteſt of the publick was ſacrificed} | 
and the plutider of the Indies made the 
reward ig: wages" of corrupt "ſervices, 
while the uncertainty of the tenure ſpread 
quicker and Weoer the Renee of eruelty mw 
devaſtation.” ad | 
lt may nei proper” here to inſert 
Lord Chve's deſcription of the General 
Courts and the Court of Directors, with 
which he doſed his ſpeech in the Tate 
on Commons on the '36th March 1772. 
„ Wit regard to the General Counts 
1 believe I need not dwell long on the 
conſequeſice of them. Their violent w_ 
ceedings have been ſubverſive of the au- 
thority of the Court of Directors. The 
agents abroad have known this: They 
n e never er r to. ſer the 
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. of Director; at defighte, 'whe hen it 
was their intereſt to diſobey pt and 
they have eſcaped puviſhment, b means 
of the over-awing intereſt of individuals 
at. General Courts, .. Thus haye General 
Courts co · qperated with, the Court of Di- 
reQors.. in the miſchiefs that have ariſen 
in Bengal; whilſt annual conteſted elec- 
tions have in a munnet deprived. the Pi- 
rectors of the power of eſtabliſhing, any 
authority over their ſervants. ct The firſt 

half of the year: is employed in freeing 

themſelves from the obligations contrac- 
ted by their laſt cleion ;. and the, ſecond 

half is waſted in incurring) bew obliga- 

tions, and ſecuriag their election, for the 

nent year, by daily ſacriſices of ſome in- 

tereſt of the Company. The Direction, 
notwithſtanding all theſe manœuvres, has 
| been ſo fluctuat ing and | unſettled, that 
; new and contradictory orders have been 
frequently ſent aut; and the ſervants, 
who to ſay the truth have: generally un- 
— the intereſt of the Company 
much 


[a1] 
much better than the Directors, have in 
many inſtances followed their own opinion, 
in oppoliti ition to theirs,” ? 

Vet great as the evils have been ariſing 
from an annual choice of Directors, a 
prolongation of their term would be a 
hazardous expedient, until a better mode 
of chooſing ſhall enſure a better choice. 

The furprifing turn of events, by which 
the Company was ſnatched from the brink 

of deſtruction and raiſed to the throne of 
Aurungzebe in the moſt flouriſhing part 
of his, dominions, is too well known to 
require a repetition here, even were it ne- 
ceſſary to my preſent purpoſe. The cauſes 
which have ſince produced another re- 
verſe, equally aſtoniſhing, are various and 
numberleſs. Many of them are ſtill hid- 
den in the obſcurity natural and neceſſary 
to guilt; but the fatal effects are notori- 
ous: The Company is bankrupt, and India, - 
is ruined. - Nations riſe to proſperity and 

_ affluence by flow. degrees; but their fall, 
may be ſudden and precipitate. The late 
8 flouriſh- 
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- flowithing tate of Th was ws. Wölk 
of ages: the deſolation now ſpread over 
it, is, as we have ſeen, the operation of 
a very few years; while Britain, far from 
being | enriched, Js impoveriſhed by its 
- ſpoils. 

The ſcenes of villainy and horror, de- 
- ſcribed in Fielding's Life of Jonathan 
Wild the Great, have been realized and 
_ heightened there ; ſo far will avarice and 
rapacity ſurpaſs all the creatiye powers of 
invention, in the purſuit of their objects. 
The miſcreant actors who ſtarted up in- 
to Nabobs } in India, are ſince become Lords 
of no inconſiderable poſſeſſions in Great 
Britain; and ſome are become legiſlators 
here, who, by all laws human and divine, 
would for far leſs crimes committed in 
any civilized country, be puniſhed there 
with impriſonment, confiſcation, and 
death. _ 

But India became lawlels; feln the 
moment ſhe paſſed under our government; 
the pete, wreſted from the — graſp. 


of 
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f Aſtatie defpotiſm, was dH aſide, 
atid rods of iron put into the” Bands Gf 
Britiſh" barbatians: No rule for direction, 
no ſafniction for pudiſhment, no intereſt it” 
the rulers for the protection and perſerva- 
tion of the governed, ee there. 
The harveſt was abundant, but the ſeaſon 
ſhort and precarious : not a moment was 
loft in gathering, not an art was omit- 
ted that could | expedite the hoarding. 
Pride and emulation ſtimulated avarice;' ; 
and the ſole conteſt was, who ſhould re- 
turn to that home, which they almoſt 
all quitted beggars, with the greateſt heap 
of crimes and of plunder. | 

The firſt labourers tired and ſatiated 
left the gleanings to others, who are ſince 
fucceſſively returned with ſmaller, but not 
inconſiderable, bundles; and the only men 
left deſtitute are the unhappy . to 
whom the whole of right belonged. 
Wealth operates on a nation as food on 
the animal body: to give ſtrength and 
Denke it muſt Ry: diffaſe itſelf, pro- 


perly 
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perly. prepared and digeſted, over alh the 
parts through, an infinite variety of chan- 
nels; - Th great a quantity thrown in at 
once overr charge s the £ dem, ſtops t the 
pallages, and {Et citculation.; 1 pro- 
ducing diſeaſe, langour, and death. hh 
Wealth acquired by manufacture ay 
commerce, the earnings of All ranks of 
men from the labourer up to the mer- 
chant-exporter, will enrich all with pro- 
portional ſhares of profit and reward; 
while a ſudden influx, poured in by rapine 
and fraud, choaks the channels of in- 
duſtry, deluging and impoveriſhing the 
face of that country which they were 
wont to fertilize. Such was the fate of 
Rome when Carthage was plundered; and 
ſuch have been the conſequences derived 
to Great Britain, from Eaſt · India devaſta- 
tion. 

Althoug * the * diſtreſſes under 
which we continue to labour, have had 
their commencement with the frauds and 
miſconduct of the Company, and the enor- 
| 83333 . mities 


61 
mitſes committed 4 y their ſervants; alt 
though the loſſes and ruitt of thouſands in 
theſe kingdoms ptoceed' evidently and ir- 
mediately from that polluted ſource yet 
there have been other concurrent cuulbs, 
and it would not be fait to lay the whole 
of our calamitous ſituation: to the charge 
of one of thoſe cauſes only; although it 
may have mixed with and aggravated out 
misfortunes in every other inſtance; 

The ſame inclement winds <tr," 
from the eaſt would have bfaſted dur har- 
veſts, and ſtunted our cattle; although 

they had not waſted thoſe ſwartas of 
cuſts to us. But increaſed conſumprion 
5 —5 greater ſcarcity i and gold laviſhed 
ſedueing the laborious to idleneſs, and 
ſpreading the contagion of vicious exam- 
ple, ee nn neee in- 
N | 
If the bey da be badi the 
benefit of the public, they cannot be in 
better hands than your Lordſhip's. &; 
Pergama dexira deftndi poſſent, etiam had de- 
ee et eee > ek ode fenſa 


| [ 16 bs. 
fenſa uiii And this will. be, the only 
comfort, of! much; toil and diſappointed la- 
boum Which will, remain with your Lord- 
ſhip, in 8 to reſcue from de 
pimp Pp op en hrg 
baxbarians, offenſive to heauen and earth. 
Id not mean to include under this de: 
ſerliption of thaiaggregate body every indi- 
vidual; of. Which it is compoſed, among 
whom there! ate, no, doubt, many, who, 
free from the, crimes o f.their aflociates, are 
not diſgraced by being members of ſuch a 
community. Some there certainly are, who, 
while they have acquired wealth by honeſt 
means, have with aa Gregory and a Haſtings 
gained no leſs honour by an avowed diſap- 
probation of thoſe who - have entiched 
_ themſelves by fraud and rapi gbr 
he formation of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, ill adapted even to the narrow object 
of theit firſt inſtitution, became abſolutely 
incompatible with the elevated ſituation. 4 
which they have been ſince raiſed; ---: : 
If it was:ill-judged to truſt the choice & | 

Ditectors, who had only a few ſmall facto- 
ries 
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ries to govern in India, and a trade not 
very conſiderable to direct, to a company 
compoſed of all ſorts of men, the impro- 
priety of ſuch a mode of election became 
greater as the truſt grew more important, 
the electors leſs fit to be confided in, and 
the temptations to a- wrong choice incom- 
parably ſtronger. The trade to the Eaſt 
Indies, even as it ſtood in the reign of 
Elizabeth, when we had no poſſeſſions 
there, when our capital did not exceed 
26,0001. nor our ſhipping one thouſand” 
four hundred and thirty tons, ſhould not 
have been truſted to Directors choſen by 
ſuch men as ſtand qualified to vote upon 
the preſent liſt of Proprietors. But that 
ſuch men ſhould chooſe not only the Di- 
rectors of the molt extenſive and important 
trade known to the mercantile world, but 
that the ſame vote ſhould raiſe them to ar- 
bitrary dominion over an empire, contain- 
ing from fifteen to ſeventeen millions of 
inhabitants, and that every year the ſame 
mode of election ſhould be repeated, is an 

D abſurdity 
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abſurdity, not to be Parflleled in, any, time, 
or in "any country. 

It is true, that all axe admitted to pur- 
chal ſtock in the Dutch Eaſt-India Com- | 
pany ; and although the whole of their ca ca- 


pital be but about 500, oJ. upon, Which 


the dividend 1 is, at a medium, about ' 5. per, 
cent. nearly fre of which is. paid in the | 
firſt place to the 19 and although none 
of thoſe furprif ing revolutions haye hap- 
pened in their Eaſt; India polleſſions, which, 
have opened | that wide field of ſpeculation. 
that has drawn adventurers from all parts, 
of Europe i into our company; yet gamblers . 
in Dutch Eaſt-India { ſtock are not ee 


in the United Provinces. The n wmbers in- 


deed. are few, 29g, the evils confined within. 
a Jarrow compals, "But were the holders 

Dutch flock, under cert: n. "money'd,, 
e entruſted. with an, anpyal,, 
choice of their Directors, who, like ours, 
are {overeigns 1 in India, and with a conſtant 
control over them; inconfiderable, as the 
og, are, to Thich their ſock. and an : 


| den 


„ — . » 4a 
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TR arc dültt, ** e to he Ace of 
in Bitavia, And the other extenhve Dutch 
ſettlemlents in Tiidia, under the influence of 
ich Eonſtituctits over the "creatures of their 
'ehoice, 'wolitd'deluy ge tlie Dutch' pbffeffons 
Wich the fare Aenne that Have de- 
ſtroyed Bengal, and would ſpread over the 
Vhaited Provinces the fri misfortunes 
Which have lately overtaken ſome df their 
Inhabitänuts, leſs Ks Wear in our 
Eaſt-India ſtock than their wary country- 
men have been, and are Wont ts be. 
Whoever peruſes the liſt of our Pro- 
prietors will fee by the quantity of ſtock 
Pöffeffed by each, calculated as qualifica- 
tions to chooſe and for being choſen Di- 
recxors, that elections are the object to 

which the general attention was entirel 
directed. Their hopes and expectations 
aroſe from an vnjuſt and partial adminil- 
tration, favourable, to them and their 
fribnds; o not from a wile and honeſt © Con- 
duct, equally beneficial to all: they truſt- 
ed to pecuſation, and not to fair profit; 
D 2 while 
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while Nabobs, placing the immenſe bulk 
of their fortune in other ſecurities, beyond 
the reach of that tottering edifice whoſe 
foundations they had ſapped, left juſt 
enough behind to entitle them to ſhare in 
the property and diſpoſal of the materials 

of the ruin. 
The Proprietors of ſtock, in Holland, 
a haye not the choice of their Directors, 
nor have any but the Directors a deciſive 
voice in the management of affairs. Up- 
on the death of a Director, for the Di- 
rectors are continued for life, thoſe of the 
Chamber. where the vacancy happens, and 
who mean to be preſent at the election, 
ſummon an equal number of Proprietors, 
poſſeſſed of about 5 Fol. ſtock, to attend, 
and to concur with them in the nomina- 
tion of three perſons of the Company, 
out of whom a ſucceſſor to the deceaſed 
is choſen by the Sovereign, who has alſo 
a yoice, by his repreſentative, in each of 
the ſix Chambers. Seven Proprietors are 
admitted into the allembiy of 17 Direc- 
3 tors, 


will prove ſuMcient. 
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tors, deputed by all the Chambers, to 

meet twice a year; thoſe Proprietors may 
make any propoſitions they think proper, 
and deliver their opinions upon any ſubject 
Propoſed ; but they have no vote in the 
deciſion of any controverted queſtions. 
Here end the functions of the meer Dutch 
ſtock-holder, with reſpect to the general 
concerns of the Company; and, thus re- 

ſtrained from any influence over the Di- 
lectors, and from any management of the 
Company's affairs, it is of little impor- 
tance, with reſpect to theſe objects, who 
they are who compoſe the body of Pro- 
Prietors in Holland. But it is far other- 
wiſe in our Cqmpany ; and I will venture 
to aſſert, that, while elections remain in 


| the body of Proprietors, whatever the mo- 
ney d qualifications may be made, no re- 


gulations 0 or reſtrictions that can be deviſed 
NN 


Thoſe reſtrictions and ente mul 
either originate in Parliament, or in the 


| Company. But, wherever they take their 


6 — W riſe, 
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73 7 — ad be okay 1 Wn tdi 
1 — ſured, by Parliamentary autho- 
aity.z and this ſhould be dont in the * 
Hirt inſtance, a as prepet regulation s and 7 
ſtrictions are, in the queſtion of bk e th o f 
April, made the condition under which 
the, poſſefon of the territorial 5 is 
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to remain, wit the Company Aa a 
term not excec ng: fix years, 
elec the co adition be not accomp ithed, 
and the — — and reſtrictions expr JK 
N and compleatly ſettled at the tiche that. 
tha grant to the ompany 15 made, it m1 uſt 
remain, refurgab e upon non-performance ; 
and. ſhould the whole or any conhiderable 
part be ſuffered. t reſt upon, the precari- 
ous. ground of the Company 8 DES. 
uncertainty and inſecurity. will be the 1 na- 
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141 tural conſequences, in both caſes; and 
1911 theſe, in their turn, will-produce the lache 
bla ſpirit. of gambling and adventure which 
| ? has already proved ſo very . 
1h Vet, my Lord, it will be impoſfible i in 
Uh. this ſeſſion of parliament o perfect that 
: | | great 
Is 
1 | A 


L 23 ] 
great work of legiſlation. The Company 
never can do it: they are equally unfit'to 
enact or ta execute, Thoſe among them, 
who know moſt, are the leaſt fit to be ad!“ 
| viſed with: they are the authors of thoſd 
very miſchiefs' you would redreſs!” Vet, 
in the printed ſpeech of their noble apo 
logiſt, page 42 to 46; The Company's 
ſervants have not been the authors of 
thoſe acts of violence and oppreſſion of 
Which it is the faſhjon to acouiſe them. Such 
crimes were committed by the natives of 
the country acting, as, their agents, aud 
for the moſt part without their know- 
ledge,” until © they were dragged into 
the. kennel by thoſe agents and Banyangs:“ 
then indeed they began to, know ſome- 
thing, of the matter, for, “ then the acts. 
of violence begin.“ The Banyan, charm; 
ing as a fair lady to the Company's 8 ler- 
vants, lays his bags of ſilver before him 
to- day, gald to-morrow, Jewels, the next + 
day;. and, if, theſe fail, he then tempts 
"| in the way of r profeſſion, . 
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is trade. The Company's ſervant has no 


reſource, for he cannot fly. In ſhort, fleſh 
and blood cannot bear it. Thus are 
poor Engliſh youths of fixteen ſent out by 
the Company. to be writers, not worth a 
groat,, corrupted in their principles at their 
very firſt ſetting out, left. at the mercy. 
of Banyans and in a ſtate of dependence, 
under them, who commit ſuch acts of 
violence and oppreſſion as their intereſt 
prompts them to, under the pretended 
ſanction and authority of the Company's 
ſervant,” Good God! what, muſt thoſe 
Directors be, who ſend out ſuch boys in 
ſtations which command ſuch influence! 
And what muſt thoſe intruſted with 
power in India be, who permit its exerciſe! 
But wonder will ceaſe, when we conſider, 
that Directors muſt bind their conſtitu- 
ents to them by obligations, ſtronger in 
proportion to the unfitneſs of the perſon 
recommended and preferred ; ; and that the 
ſervants of the Company in high ſtations | 
roſe by the ſame ſteps, and learned in the 

fame 
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ſame ſchools thoſe admirable maxims of 
government, which they ever after prac- 
tiſed: - Hence, exclaims our author, “ ari- 
ſes the clamour againſt the Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen in India,” Poor Gentlemen! 
while our hearts bleed for the oppreſſion 
and dependance under which they groaned 
in India, dragged through kennels, heavi- 
ly loaded with ſilver, gold, jewels, and 
precious merchandiſe by cruel Banyans; 
we are at length relieved in page 46, bß 
the pleaſing picture of thoſe Engliſſh Gen- 
tlemen, releaſed from their captivity, . in 

a retired ſituation when returned to Eng- 
land, when they are no longer Nabobs 
and Sovereigns of the Eaſt; nothing ty- 
rannical in their diſpoſitions towards their 
inferiors ;** poſſibly the tables kept for 
their upper ſervants, may have been open 
to the late proprietors of the houſes which 
they inhabit. + Good and humane ma- 
ſters to their ſervants;”” ſome of whom 
they formerly ſerved in the loweſt ſta- 
tions. Charitable, benevolent, gener- 
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ous and hoſpitable, to every poor bo- 
rough that would ſhake off the yoke of 
natural intereſt. Not one character ſuf- 
ficiently flagitious for Mr. Foote to exhi- 
bit on the Theatre in the Hay-market.”* 
Here his Lordſhip miſtakes the nature 
of thoſe characters which are fit for far- 
cical repreſentations. 
Nabobs black with - crimes- bf the 
_ deepeſt dye, are not objects to ex- 
cite laughter : the magnitude of both de- 
mands a more ſolemn audience, and points 
them out as proper perſons in a more ſeri - 
ous drama. Poſſibly their wives, dreſt 
out in diamonds and oriental pearls, might 
not improperly blaze in the character of 
the Queen of Shebah, and, with an auk- 
ward diſplay of wealth in clumſy magni - 
ficence and miſplaced ornaments, become 
only the objects of mirth and ridicule ; 
could the ſpectator forget that the Leſte» 
tion of India and infamy of Great Britain 
were the price at which all this coſtly 
finery was purchaſed. 2 
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271 
Previous to Lord Chve's vindication of 
the much injured and miſrepreſented ſer- 
varits of the Company in India, he gives a 
deſcription of the inhabitants of Indoſtan, 
whom he repreſents, < eſpecially thoſe of 
Bengal, as fervile, mean, ſubmiſſive, and 
humble, in inferior ſtations; and in ſupe - 
rior, luxurious, effeminate, tyrannical, 
treacherous, venal, cruel.“ Whether the 
contraſt be ſo great as he would have us 
believe, between the fervants of the Com- 
pany and the Indians in ſuperior ſtations, 
and whether thoſe Eugliſt Gentlemen had 
not adopted and improved upon the laſt 
ſet of Eaſtern qualities, will beſt appear in 
the reports of the Select and Secret Com- 
mittees. But the inſtruction to be col- 
lected from the aſſertions and characters 
contained in the ſpeech of the Peer and 
Hero of Plaſſey is plainly this: the enor- 
mities committed in India are all to be 
laid to the account of the native Indians. 
Guard againſt them by reſtrictions and 
ante; free the ſervants of the Com- 
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pany from their tyrannic influence from 
which they cannot now fly! and all may be 
fately truſted to thoſe humane Eugliſh Gen- 
tlemen, ** who were the Cabinet:Council 
that planned eyery thing, and with the 
Officers of the navy and army, who have 
had great ſhare iu the execution; juſtly. 

claim, not only a part, but the whole me- 

rit of our great acquiſitions.” p. 46. It is 
true, indeed, that the whole of the inland 

trade, upon which depends in ſome degree 

the receipt of the revenues, and almoſt 

totally the happineſs and proſperity of the 
people, has been taken into the hands of 
thoſe meritorious ſervants of the Compa- 
ny, and of their agents, which they have 

carried on in a capacity before unknown; 
for they have traded, not only as merchants, 

but as ſoyereigns ; and, by graſping at the 

whole of the inland trade, have taken the 

bread out of the mouths of thouſands and 

thouſands of merchants, who uſed for- 
merly to carry on that trade, and who are 
now reduced to beggary, To this cauſe 
| phe io | the 


1 29]. 
the diſtreſs in Bengal, as far as it relates 
to the inland trade, is owing.“ p. 48, 49% 
And one inſtance'of that. diſtreſs, has been 
the famine of 1770, in which many thou- 
 fands fell a ſacriſice to the ayarice and ty- 
ranny of thoſe moſt merciſul monopoliſts. 
But we are told, in p. 43, that The 
Company's ſervants have not been the 
authors of thoſe acts of violence and op- 
preſſion, of which it is the faſhion to ac- 
cuſe them; and that ſuch crimes are com- 
mitted by the natives of the country, act- 
ing as their agents, and for the moſt part 
without their knowledge.. 

However cruel thoſe agents may have 
beck to their unhappy countrymen, their 
tenderneſs and honeſty towards their ma- 
ſters are exemplary and unexampled, en- 
riching them with the ſpoil, while they 
ſaved them from any participation of the 
guilt by which it was acquired, and from 
the horrors with which their charitable, 
benevolent, generous, end hoſpitable ſouls, 

would 
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The kffon: thus tanghe by that. nbble 
Lord's ſpeech, is no bad fpetimen uf the 


advice likely to be given to-your Lordſhip 

by amy of the inferior Nabobs, fhould any 
a faken into your councils, for the formation 
of laws properly "_— to the n 


Kate of India. 
— Muamsse and Wen e 


not now be: hoped for. A few out-lines 


are all that the wit of man can produce 
from the materials with which your Lord- 


| ſhip is furniſhed. . The xeft — be left, 
at leaſt for the preſent, to the wiſdona and 
integrity of thoſe who ſhall be entruſted! 


with the adtniniſtration of government in 
India. Speculative fyſteras of legiſlation 


are hazardous; but thoſe tranſplanted from 


one country to another, diſſimilar in al- 
moit every eireumſtance, will certainly 
fail. A perfect plan to be formed at once, 
is of all inagitary . the moſt vain 
and chimerical. 

1 The 


. 

IT be edifice muſt rife by flow! degrees, 
bers 
roſe our Gothick ſtructure, ſuperĩor in uſo, 
ſtrength, and duration, to the ſplendid ꝓro- 
ductions of Greece and Rome. But ſuch 
a ſttucture can wum 

tick climate. 

A barbarous people require enrich e 
than nations excelling in the refinements 
of arts, taſte, and luxury. Fewer means 
are neceſſary to direct ignorance, than to 
reſtrain eontrivanee and invention from 
deviating into forbidden ways. The ideas 
of barbariſm, and the objects of its paſ- 
ſions, are not many. But its habits, in- 


_ clinations, and prejudices, are ſtronger in 


proportion as they are leſs diſſipated and are 


confined to a narrower channel. To com- 


bat theſe by compulſary laws, is a hard 


and ungrateful taſk. To form and mold 37 
the mind to compliance, would be more 


eaſy and ſucceſsful. This alone can be 


effected 
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effefted by the influence of precept, ex- 
ample, and kind treatment. When theſe 
. have had their effect, laws ſhould be adapt- 
. ed to the impreſſions they have made, and 
| to the gerũus and propenſities which they 
have created. Let the barbarian believe 
you love him, and mean him good; he 
will confide in, and be directed by you. 
Perſonal authority, ariſing from love and 
reverence, muſt precede laws, where ty- 
ranny is not meant to be eſtabliſhed ; and 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that ſuch authority 
can ever exiſt in India, in the ſervants of 
the Company? That very title muſt, for 
ages, render them odious ; and the appel- 
lation ſhould ' be changed, although the 
men were to be continued. 

Ruſſia is perhaps the ſtrongeſt — 
nd in Hiſtory, of Barbariſm hu- 
maniſed, and national ignorance enlightned. 
By the unexampled wiſdom, perſeve- 
rance, and patriotiſm of one great man, 
followed by immediate ſucceflors adopt- 
ing his yr ſome progreſs has been 

made 
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ling that country * 
een tlie ſeat of 
the | ire, 
now: F. e darkneſs, The Fo 
pital qs a academy, founded by: the late 
Empreſs, where ſcience begius bo, dawn; 

anti the freſent Sovereign has publiſhed 
a eſfay towards a code of laws. Baſt the 

Ruſfians: are Mill! {laves. : ri W it +4 

Natural as liberty is to man, ſoiaty 
frei hill more natutab: all! are certain- 
Iy made toi aſſaciatr; hut it is not ſo c leut 
that alli are made; to enjoy liberty, while 
two thirds of the human ſpecies, women 
and children, are formed ſubject to the 
wall of: others, | 

Where- ver theliuman fnotfien * is found, 

- cali ſocieties are eſtabliſhed ; and in every 

ſuch ſociety: natural freedom is reſtrained 
eithen by a, voluntary: furrender, ar by the 
exerciſe:of force or cunning, qualities na- 
tural to ſame, as imbecillity,. and puſilla- 


. producing . are to others: 
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ſink, - All. effects are from the operation 


of natural cauſes, various F and differs | 


ing as the cauſes which produce them 
differ and prevail. Tawny completions 
are as natural in Aſia, as fair are in Eu- 
rope. They are not to be altered; be- 
cauſe the cauſe is permanent, and hat- 
ever proceeds from that influencing prin- 
ciple, whether in bodily form or the af- 
fections of the mind, is equally unalterable. 
If the climate which tinges the Aſiatick 
ſkin unnerves the hand and heart, you 
may waſn the Aftaticks ws] as nr as 
make them fre. 

Would to God! that the eg which 
produce and preſerve liberty were equally 
permanent and prevalent; and that other 
cauſes equally natural, but hoſtile to free- 
dom, did not ofteneſt prevail even in thoſe 
ſoils and climates, where its growth ſeems 
moſt natural. There are, and have been, 
flaves 1 in all latitudes of the known world. 

42 Greece 
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Stec and an Great Britain 
ſtill remains a third inſtance, and hiſtory 
produces but three, of an empire compoſed 
of many provinces connected by laws, and 
not preſſed together by the graſp of arbi- 
trary power. In Aſia, there is not a ſingle 
trace of the ſmalleſt community where li- 
berty ever prevailed. The very deſire of 
being free, if it ever could be ſuppoſed to 
exiſt, is extinct there; and the utmoſt hap- 
pineſs which the multitude are capable of 
receiving is from deſpotiſm wiſely and hu- 
manely exerciſed, They have been ſome- 
times bleſſed with good dns Let it be the 
care of Great Britain, that the people under 
her dominion ſhall ever have ſuch. Should 
the authors of ruin, continued as the inſtru- 
ments of ſalvation, ſhift their nature and 
habitudes, the prodigy will be as great as 
an empire in India, governed by the ſame 
laws, and enjoying the ſame liberty, with 
Great Britain. | 


Fin 1 do 


if do mot mean to argue that Upre ſhould 
be no ilawes for direction and puniſhment: 
ſuch are tolbe foundũn the moſt arbitrary go - 
vernnaents, and none ran ſubſiſt without 
them. The dominion exerdiſed by the Com- 
pany in India, did it deſerve the name of go- 
vernment, would be anexception. Ihe legiſ- 
lature of Great Britain will, no doubt, in 
time, compoſe a better code than could be 
produced by Eaſternityranny; but in the beſt 
that human wiſdom candeviſe for Afia, more 
will depend upon execution than legiſlation: 
great diſoretionary powers muſt he allowed; 
and in'the dilemma, if ſuch exiſtad, of be- 
ing obliged to truſt ſolely to æuber, good 
men would be preferable to the beſt Jaws. 
The Company have produced few ſuch 
men; and by trying what they may here- 
after do, an experiment which cannot ſuc- 
cced, you will retard, and poffibly render 
impracticable, every future remedy. 

If the writer of this letter finds that'a 
continuance of his correſpondence with 
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your Lordſhip may be likely to produce 
any benefit to the public, he will venture 
to lay before you and them, at 
leaſt, ſome general notions of what in his 
opinion would be preferable to the expe- 


riment which you mean to try, If it 
ſhould appear ſo in the eyes of the public, 
your Lordſhip, from a laudable deference 
to them, may adopt what you would not | 
be otherwiſe induced to propoſe. This | 
_ conſideration, and this alone, has deter- 
mined me to publiſh what at firſt was in- 
tended for your private peruſal, by 


My Lozp, 


Your LorDsniP's 


Moſt humble and 


Obedient Servant, 


April 24th, A.B. 
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